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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96257

AVIC-WE 10 November 1948

SUBJECT: Operaiional Report of 11th Armored Gevalry Regiment for Period
Ending 31 Oct 68 RCS CSFOR-(5 (it1)

SEE DISTRIL L10%

SECTION I -~ OFEPATIONS

Significant Activities

1. (C) INTRODUCTION: This Operational Report - Lessons Learned covers the
period 1 August through 31 October 195C. During this period, the 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment continued Operation TOAN THANG (Phase II), conducting oper-
ations within the IIT Corps Tactical Zone (IIY CTZ). The Regiment (-) was
under the operational control of the 1si Infantry Division, The Regiment con-
ducted operations within its Tactical Area of Responsibility (TACR), Tactical
Area of Interest (TAOI), and elements of the Regiment conducted operations

in the provinces of BINH LONG, GIA DINH, LONG KHANH, BIEN HOA, and BIIE D"7IG,

Squadrons were OPCON to the Capitol Military Assistance Command (CMAC) and

DS to 18th ARVN Division at varying times throughout the reporting period.
Squadrons and troop size units also conducted operations with the 1st Austral-

ian Task Force, 18th ARVN Division, and 5th ARVN Division. During porticns

of the reporting period, elements of the following 1st Infantry Division
battalions were OPCON: 1/16 Infantry, 2/16 Infantry, 1/28 Infantry, 2/28 Infantry,
1/26 Infantry, 5/60 Mechanized Infantry, 1/2 Infantry, and 2/2 Jechanized Infantrsy.
The 36th Ranger Battalion (ARVN) and 51st Rangsr Battalion (ARVN) were DS to

the Regiment. The Regii:ntal HQ was located at LAI KHE (XT759375) and BIZN

HOA (YT027146) during this quarter.

Operation TOAN THANG (Phase II) wvas generally characterized by cordon and
search operations in selected villages and reconnaissance in force missions,
The Blackhorse Regiment uncovered and destroyed numerous base camps and caches,
Significant actions in the campaign were the cordon and search of CHANH LI'U
(XT827321) on 8 Aug by the 3d Squadron, the cordon and search of THIEN TAN
(YT080187) on 13 Sep by 36th Ranger Battalion (ARVN) and the location of a
large arms and equipment cache by the 1/28 Infantry on 15 Oct. The Blackhorse
Regiment was resnonsibla for Blackhorse Base Camp securitw, ground, rocket
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and mortar dofense of LONG BINH/BIEN HOA fArea, the security of Rome Plow
operations in the CATCHERS MITT and the prevention of enemy exfiltration
from the CATCHERS MITT toward SAIGON, As usual, destruction of the enemy
was a prime requirement.

2, (C) ORGANIZATION: The basic structure of the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment remained the same throughout the remorting period. (See INCL I),

3. (C) INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES:

a. GENERAL: During the reporting period, the Regiment operated prim-
arily in SR-5, MR-10, U-1, SR-1, and VC BA BIEN Province.

b. ORDER OF BATTLE:

(1) 1AM SON and CATCHERS MITT Area: The 11th ACR and its OPCON
units encountered units from VC Sub-Kegion 5 and VC U-1 Region in the LA!{
SON and CATCHERS MITT Area. The principal main force unit encountered was
the DONG NAI Regiment of Sub-Region 5. During the period, the DONG NAI
Regiment carefully moved from secure base areas to forward staging positions
and, after failing to achieve offensive momentum, remained in these areas
through mid-September and October. Local fcrce units in Sub-Region 5 and
VC U-1 Region remained in their normal areas of operation and conducted har-
assing actions aud performed normal supply/transport functions throughout
the period.

(2) VC Sub-Region 5:

(a) DONG NAI Regiment: During the quarter, the DONG NAI Regi-
rent infiltrated south as it had during the TET and May Offensives., In mid-
July, the DONG NAI Regiment weas located in a base area in the CATCHERS ITT
(vic YT0231, YT0238, YT0731, Y10738). During the period 8-10 August, elements
of the 11th ACR sealed and searched CHANH LUU Village (XT8332); among the
captives from this operation wers members of the K2, K3, and K, Battalions
of the DONG NAI Regiment. From 2-16 August, agent reports revealed that
large scale enemy movements occurred between BINH MY (XT9033) and BINH NHAM
(XT8307); several reports identified battalions of the DONG NAI Regiment,
A WM identified an infiltration route running from XT922330 to XT855103.
On 22 August, friendly elements reported movenent along this route at XT860263,
IT857246, XT913283, and XT930265. On 22 August, a PW, captured at XT885144,
stated that he was a member of the K3 Battalion and that his unit had ressed
through the area at 220400 hours with a strength of 100 men. Ths FW stated
that the other three battalions of the regiment would follow the route of
the K3 BEattalion,

By mid-September, the K1, K2, and K3 Battalions were located in the PHU CUONG/
2
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LAI THIEU Area. K, Battalion remained in the vicinity of CHANH LU, where
contact was made with elements of the 11th ACR on 5§ Sep and 24 Sep. On 22
Sep, a rallier identified two "caretaker" nlements of the DONG NAI Regiment
in the CATCHERS MITT. These units arc designated C16 and C19: e:ch has a
strength of 200 men and were formed by merging elements of the DOMNG NAI
Regiment before its exfiltration from the CATCHERS MITT,

Current intelligence indicates that the DONG NAI Regiment left the CATCHERS
MITT with orders to carry out offensive operations and to maintain the
infiltration route into the Capitol Military District (CMD). "By late Octo-
ber, it became evident that VC/NVA commanders did not possess sufficient
force to fulfill intended missions, It is now considered possible that the
K1, K2, and K3 Battalions will pull back into their traditional base ereas
in the CATCHERS MITT,

(b) Local Force Units of Sub-Region 5: Units of the 11th ACR
made contact with local force units operating in BEN CAT, PHU GIAO, and TAN
UYEN Districts during the reporting period. C-65 Local Force Company, oner-
ating between PHU CUONG and BEN CAT, was contacted on 19 Sep at XT802307
and on 6 Oct at XT817322. In both encounters, C-65 was conducting resupply
missions in the CHANH LUU/BINH MY Area. On 5 Oct at YT050307, C-301 Local
Force Company was identified when an occuvied base camp was entered by
the 1/26 Inf. Sub-Region 5 -Headquarters was identified at YT001375 on 5 Oct,
vhen captured documents identified the finance section of Sub-Region 5;
two agent reports verified this location.

The most significant development in local force operations vas the werger

of C-61 and C-62 Local Force Companies., PW's and documents obtained August
and September revealed that C-61/C-62 operated with a strength of 240 between
BEN CAT and BINH MY, On 2/ September, a PW stated that C-61/C-62 was joining
operations with the K, Battalion of the DONG NAI Regiment,

Currently, local force units are svoiding contact: ground encounters with
and attacks on the VC infrastructure have seriously dep'eted their reserves.

(3) VC U-1 Region:

(a) D1 and D2 Battalions: On 13 Sep at THIEN TAN Village,
vic Y0719, two PW's from the D1 Battalion, captured by the 36th Ranger
Bn (ARVN, DS to 11th ACR), revealed that the D1 Battalion, with a strength
of 160 men, operated in a base area in the vicinity of YIM52{. During the
quarter, D1 has received large numbers of NVA replacements and has conducted
reconnaissance in the BIEN HOA Area (8-13 Sep). The D2 Battalion, which
operates south of TRANG BOM with a strength of 170 men, was identified on
16 Sep and 11 Oct in attacks on TRANG BOM,

3
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(b) Local force units: The operation at THIEN TAN provided
further information onm U-1 Region. C-238 Local Force was identified by PW's
and documents as a special mission unit for U-1 Headquarters. A series of
nL" designaled cells was identified through documents; these cells are fnimed
from cadre residing in villages along the DONG NAI River,

(4) The rocket threat to BIEN HOA/LONG BINH: As VC/NVA activity
peaked in late August and early September, BIEN HOA Airbase received four
rocket attacks between 22 Aug and 8 Sep. Several significant developments
in VC/NVA rocket deployment were detected at this time. It was found that
the firing positions in the BIEN HOA/LONG BINH Rocket Belt along the north
bank of the DONG NAI, which were used in the TET and May Offensives, were
abardoned in August and September. The rockets were fired from the TAN UYEN
Area and from less secure positions south of the SONG DONG NAI, Allied
operations and reconnaissance activities had forced this change in nosition
selection, Rockets are moved from WAR ZONE D through the Central CATCHERS
MITT and brought té firing positions north and east of TAN UYEN; they are
also transported along the SONG DONG NAI by sampans at night.

(5) Rear Service Activities: In the northern section of the CAT-
CHERS MITT and the southwestern section of WAR ZONE D, trail and base camp
activity was consistently detected by visual reconnaissance. A vigorous
program of artillery harassment and B-52 airstrikes was directed at these
areas, resulting in the destruction of many fortified szones and the wmcover-
ing of significant caches, It was felt that these sections of the A0 are
occupied by elements of Rear Service Group 81 and by transient irfiltration
groups.

(6) Hlackhorse TAOI: During the initial stages of the reporting
period, the 27/th VC Regiment remained in the ‘southern DINH QUAN Area.
Their activity was limited, With the partial destruction of the IA KGA
Bridge on Route 20 and small attacks on DINH QUAN itself, the 27.ith shifted
to the southern portion of their AO near Highway 1. During the period 27
Jul - 4 Aug, the majority (2nd and 3rd Battalions) of ths Reginent moved
across Highvay 1 and proceeded to the southern LONG KHANH/PHUOC TUY Border
Area. The 2nd Battalion did not make the entire trip, stopping helfway and
establishing a temporary base camp, The 3rd Battalion proceeded into Nor-
thera FHUOC TUY with the mission of selecting base areas for the reaanining
Battalions, Meanwhile, the D440 had shifted its forces north of Highway 1
to aid in the screening of the regimental movement.

On the morning of 15 August, the D440 and elements of the 1st Battalion
attacked GIA RAY and placed a stand-off attack on XUAN LOC, The 84A Rocket
Regiment, possibly in coordination with the D440 and the 1st Battalion, also
placed a stand-off attack on the Blackhorse Pase Camp, Further to the south,
small attacks were placed on ARVN outposts bordering on Highway 2 in Northern

4
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PHUOC TUY Province., These actions vere probably initiated to pnrtially
screen the movements of the major portions of the 1st Battalion acrocs
Highway 1, to draw elements of the 18th ARVN to GTA RAY, and to screen the
movement of portions of the 3rd Battalion ncross Highway 2 south of CAM I,
On 16 Aug, the 1st Battalion completed the-r derloyment and ambushed elements
of the 18th ARVN Division along Highway 1.

With the initiation of an ARVN/11th ACR operetion south of llighway 1 in the
latter part of August. the 1st and 3rd Eattnlions settled in the northern
portions of PHUOC TUY Province, while the 2nd Battalion remained in their
temporary base area halfway between Highway 1 and the LOWG K'AMH/PHUOC TUT
Border Area. From this location, they conld (uard the northern, northe~stern,
and northwestern approaches into the border areas. Dvring the \“V:l/11th ACR
oreration, contact was made with the 2nd Eattalion who suffered sanll losses
while the ARVN elements sustained medium casualties, After bre~'ins contact
with the ARVN forces, the 2nd Battalion moved into the area vacztad br *he
ARVN during the first phase of their operation and moved south to ‘nin the
1st and 3rd Battalions.

Simultaneously, the majority of the 3rd Battalion had crossed High:ayr 2

near the QUAN {TI’H Plantation and moved westward into tre HAT DICH wieinity
of the BIEN HOA/LONG KHANH/PHUOC TUY Borders. From this rosition, it launched
attacks against LONG THANH and FSB GRAY in mid-September. Br early Cctober,
all elements of the 274th VC Regiment were identified in the vizinity of

the BINH SON Rubber Plantation, Allied operatione in October put incrersed
pressure on the Regiment, however, leading to a pullback into the HAT DICH,

As the quarter ends, the 274th VC Regiment is returning to base eress in VC
BA BIEN Province. D440 and D445 Local Force Battalions continue srmall-scale
harassing actions in the Blackhorse TAOI.

(7) VC Military Region 10: During August ard through rdd-Serteater,
elements of the 2nd Squadron, 11th ACR, operated i VC MR-10 in the vicinity
of AN IOC and LOC NINH, During this reriod, elements of the 7th ¥V. Divis-
ion executed various phnses of a generel offensive. Elerents of the 7ih
NVA Division attacked in the LOC NINH Area with the intention of drawing
Allied units fron defensive positions around the CMD. The nost signifir-~at
action of the period was an encounter on 12 September between E/2/11ir ACD
and the 32nd NVA Regiment in a rubber plantation northeast of LOC !'IlH, The
7th NVA Division continued these diversionar: attacks in !R-10 untii the end
of September. By mii-October, a lull in onemy activity was deiccted as the
Reginents of the 7th NVA Division pulled into base areas in PHUOC LOWG Prov-
ince and Northern BINH LONG Province. It is apparent that as the quarter
ends, VC/NVA leadership is reassessing plans and positions in MR-10,

c. MAJOR ENGAGEENTS: There were 21 significant actions involving
5
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olements of the Regiment or OPCON units,

(1) 082300H-101600H Aug, XT25322: CHANH LUU Village was cordoned
by 1/3/11, K/3/11, B/2/16, and D/2/16. i search of the village was made by
elements of the 1st and 4th Bn's, 8th Regt, 5th ARVN Division. This highly
succesaful seal was preceded by a cover and deception plan employing a decoy
map drop, diversionary VR's, and a series of fake radio transmissions, The
seal resulted in 22 VC/NVA KIA, including a NVA general officer, 12> VC/NVA
PW's from assorted units, 28 VCI, and 21 individual weapons, 2 crew-served
weapons, and 4 tons of foodstuffs captured.

(2) 130044H-141600H Aug, XT820265: K/3/11, I/3/11, and 5th Recon
Co (ARVN) cordoned and searched CAO DAT. The results were 1 VC FIA (BC),
10 VC PW's, 16 Detainees, 309 rds of 82mm mortar, 96 rds of 75mm RR, 42
rds of RPG=7, 1 122mn rocket, and 3 individual weapons captured.

(3) 130044H-131730H Aug, XTB20265: M/3/11 in eonjunction with 1st
Bn, 8th Regt, 5th Div (ARVN) cordoned and searched HOA LOI (I), The enemy
losses in this seal were 8 VC KIA (BC), 15 VC Pii's, 18 Detainees, and 3
individual weapons.

(4) 270M0H Aug, XT974245: C/1-26 Inf (OPCON to 11th ACR) located
3 122m rockets armed with a timing device set to fire the rockets at 0715H.

(5) 280731-281630H Aug, XT895232: K/3/11, I/3/11, and 1/5 Cav
(ARVN) cordoned CHANH LONG Village. A search conducted by the 4th Bn, 8th
Regt, 5th Div (ARVN) resulted in 62 civil offenders and 3/ VC/NVA Fil's,

(6) 310707H-311250H Aug, XT858250: I/3/11 and K/3/11 conducted a
seal of CHANH LONG Village., RF Forces, conducting the search, aprrehended
11 VC suspects, 28 civil.offenders, and 6 VC P's,

(7) 051500H Sep, XT8332: Elements of 5th ARVN evacuated the XO,
4th Bn, DONG NAI Regiment, and his wife from CHANH LUU after the man indicated
a desire to CHIEU HOI, From his information, the Aero Rifle Platoon, Air
Cav Trp, vere inserted XT800309 and engaged an estimated reinforced enemy
platoon. The Aero Rifle Platoon was supported by light fire teans (LFT's).
At 1745, K/3/11 moved to reinforce the ARP's. Contact broke at 1725H. Results:
1 US WIA, 11 VC KIA (BC), 3 PW's, and 1 crew-served weapon captured. The
PW's were from 3rd Co, 4th Bn, DONG NAI Regiment.

(8) 1303558~130930H Sep, YT080187: Elementsof the 36th Rangers,
moving t« seal THIEN TAN Village, engaged an unidentified unit moving from
the village. Contact troke at 0L05H and resumed again at 0500H. Task Force
Privette reinforoced and the enemy wvithdrew. The village wvas then sealed and

6
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searched. The results of the contact and seal were: 10 VC/NVA KIA (EC),
10 VC/NVA KIX (POSS), 7 PW's, 4 individual weapons, 1 crew-servedl weapon,
6 107 rockets, and assorted ammunition captured, The PV's included a
menber of the U-1 Intelligence Section; other IM'i's were able to establish
the organization of the D-1 Sapper Bn subordinate to U-1. ARVN losses
were 8 WIA,

(%) 271130H Sep, XT865232: C/1/11 and 7th Intelligence and Reconn-
aissance Co located a well with a tunnel leading to an smiunition and weapons
cache. One RPG=2 AT rocket launcher, 2 45-cal pistols, 351 82ti mortar rds,
59 60rm mortar rds and assorted other explosives were extracted.

(10) D61000H Oct, YT050299: B/1-26 Inf located an extensive base
camp consisting of over 150 bunkers., Extracted from the comple:: were 2/
individual weapons, a quantity of ammunition, and 1 PV,

(11) 061335H-062400H Oct, XT826323: Elewents of 1/11, 36th Ranger
Bn (ARVN), 1-26 Inf, ARP, and 7th Recon/5th ARVH Div cordoned and searched
CHANH LUU, resulting in 1 VC KIA (POSS), 10 VC/NVA P\'s, and 2 individual
weapons captured.

(12) 151203H Oct, YT052298: A/1-26th Inf (OPCON to 11th ACR) located
a small base camp with 5 bunkers. In the camp under metal sheeting, 2 we=-

pons cache consisting of 130 individual weapons and 3 crew-served wearons
vas locatod.

(13) 2nd Squadron, 11th ACR (OPCON to 1st Inf Div):

(&) 181532B-18154H Aug: G/2/11 (OPCON to 13t Bde, 1st Inf
Div) received szall ams, au’omatic weapons, and RPG fire from an unimown
size enemy force 3lm south of LOC NINH, During the 8 minute battle, the
enany lost 17 VC KIA (BC), 4 crew-served weapons, and 10 individual weapoas.
Friendly casuzlties were 3 US KIA,

() 19134H Aug, XUT25078: F’2/11 and G/2/11 engaged an
unknown size force 1km southeast of LOC NINH, The contact resulted in 5
US KIA, 17 US WIA, 18 VC KIA (BC), 20 VC KIA (P0SS), and 3 individual weapons
captured,

(¢) 2017118 Aug, XUT10075: F/2/11 and G/2/11 were engaged in
a 45 minute battlo with an unknown size force. Results: 5 US !I%, 14 VC KIA

(p0SS) , and 7 individual weapons and 2 crew-served weavcns captured. One
ACAV vas heavily damaged by RPG fire during the contact.

(d) 211010H-211800H Aug, XU743099: G/2/11 maintained spor-
adic contact vith an unknown sige enemy force, LFT's, TAC Air, and Artillery

7
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l

supported G Troop. Reaults: 2 US WIA, 4 VC KIA (BC), 2 crew-served wea-
pons and 2 indfvidual weapons captured.

. (e) 221030H Aug, XU725100: F/2/11 veceived small arms and
E RPG fire from an estimated reinforced squad. Sporadic contact was maintained
E for ovar 8 hours, Results: 2 US WTA, 15 VC KIA (BC), 3 individual and
: 2 crew-served weapcns captured.

E (f) 241100H Aug, XU781150: G/2/11 received small arms, auto-

'; . matic weapons, and PPG fire from an estimated VC company at 1145H., FElements

'f of E/2/11 reinforced. G/2/11 was supported by LFT's, TAC Air, and Artillery,
Results: 3 US KIA, 13 US WIA, and 13 VC KIA (BC), ;

(g8) 121725H Sep, Vic XU765120: E/2/11 (OPCON to 1st Bde, 1st
Inf Div), while on a mission to reinforce A/1-28 Inf, made contact with an
unknown size NVA force of the 32nd NVA Regt, attempting to black the linkup
of the two units. The trocp returned maximm volume of fire and continued
its move, All three attempts to prevent linkup over a distance of 2 km
failed, resulting in 31 NVA KIA, Radio contact was established with A/1-22
Inf at 1740H. E/2/11 hit the south flank of the attacking eneay force and

broke up the NVA assault. A sweep the next morning revealed an additional
16 NVA KIA (EC),

(h) 131355H Sep, Viec XU7413: E/2/11 obaerved NVA soldiers
and engaged them, killing one., PFurther sightings revealed a NVA Co, Gun-
ships and airstrikes were called in. E/2/11 received a change in mission
prior to exploiting the area.

(1) 152030H Sep, XU733078: E/2/11 NDP received a mortar attack,
followed by a ground attack by an estimated platoon., Fire was returned, halt-

ing the attack. A sweep was made by the infantry the followin, morning with
unknown results,

d. B-52 Strikes: The heavy use of B-52 strikes during the quarter has
produced some highly desirable results. Successful strikes of occupied base
camps was evident on four occasions, Evidence included pieces of bodies,
blood atained bunkers, and signs of rapid evacuation. Agent reports also
verified the damage. One report placed casualties at 130 killed in the
same area vhere A/1-28 Inf located a weapon cache of 133 weapons on 15 Oct.
A document readout revealed that the Headquarters, K. Ban, DONG NAI Regt,
1ad been struck on four different occasions, suffering the loss of 60% of
their food and clothing supplies.

e, Intelligence Sources:

(1) AMr Activity: The Regiment continues extensive use of SLAR,

CONFIDENTIAL
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Red Hagze, aerisl photography, and airborne detectors (Sniffer's). The Regi-
ment has dramatically improved its response to readings by these detection
devices, In-flight readout, especially from the Sniffer and SLAR, are trans-
mitted through the Regimental TOC to the FSE, Artillery fire is on the tar~
got within minutes. The Regiment also has begun extensive use of aerial
night photography in the LONG BIN:/BIEN HOA Rocket Belt.

(2) Agent Reports: The number of agent reports remains at a com-
paratively steady level. The Battlefield Intelligence Center (BIC) through
direct coordination with the 525th Military Intelligence Detechment is con-

sistently improving the quality of the intelligence available to the Regi-
ment.

(3) Air Cav Trp: The greatest intelligence collecting apency of
the Regiment lies in our Air Cav Troop. They provide us and our higher head-
quarters with a greater quantity of reliable intelligence than any other
source, VR's combined with Sniffer missions give us invaluable data on trails,
movement, base areas, and bomb damsge assessment.

f. Epemy losses:

(1) The following enemy losses were credited to all units while
operating under Regimental control during the rerorting period:

VC/NVA KIA (BC) 135
VC/NVA KIA (POSS) 113
VC/NVA Pi's 68
HOI CHANH 3
Detainees 157
Individual weapons 273
Crew-served weapons 26
Small arms ammunition 20,698 rds
Crew-served weapons ammunition 1,199 rds
Mines 68
Structures 32
Fortifications T2
Documents 96.5 1bs
Grain 27.25 tons
Sampans 2

(2) The following enemy losses were credited to the Regimental units

while under the operational control of other US units or in direct support of
ARVN units:
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OPCON To US Units DS To ARVN Units

VC/NVA KIA (BC) 105 25
VC/NVA XIA (POSS) 20 -
VC/NVA PW's 6 218
HOI CHANH - -
Detainees 3 520
Individual Weapons 55 20
Crev-Served Weapons 8 -
Small Arms Ammunition 7,784 rds 949 rds
Crey-Served Weapons Ammunition 88 rds 508 rds
Mines 81 7
Structures .6 -
Fortifications 160 6
Documents - 45 1lbs
Grain 8,75 Tons 9,25 Tons

4. {C) COMBAT OPERATIONS AND TRAINING:
a. Analysis and Evaluation:

(1) The 11th ACR applied heavy pressure on the enemy during the
reporting period. The Regiment conducted resonnaissance in force and cordon
and search operations which uncoversd base camps and mmerous supply and
munitions caches. Combat elements of the Regiment operated in conjunction
wvith 5th ARVN Div, 1st Inf Div, 18th ARVN Div, 1st Australian Task Force and
CMAC, Troop size elements wers OPCON to II Field Force Vietnam (II FFV) for
RRF missions,

(2) The enemy has avoided large contacts with the Regiment in the
Blackhorse TACR, Enemy contact was characterized by light encounters of
small VC forces. The ememy has continued to utilise mines and harassing
mortar fire effectively., Due to his heavy losses in supplies and personnel,
he is actively trying to rasupply and rebuild his forces.

b, Area of Operation: Operatior: this quarter were conducted within
the II CTZ and covered five provinces (BINH LONG, GIA DINH, LONG KHANH, BIEY
HOA, and BINH DUONG).

c. Operations: At the beginning of the reporting period, the Regirental
CP was located at LAI KHE (XT759375). The 1st Squadron, OPCON to 1st Bde, 1st
Inf Div, conducted reconnaissance in force (RIF) operations in the vicinity
of LOC NINH (XU772119). 2nd Squadron (=) wvas conducting RIF and NAP opera-
t4ons in the LAM SON Area. E/2/11 ACR was OPCON to II FFV. 3rd Squadron (-)
continued to secure Hackhorse Base Cemp (YS440960) and provide engineer
work parties to GIA RAY Rock Quarry (Hill 837); ome troop (-) provided RRF
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for XUAN LOC. K/3/11 ACR was OPCON to II FFV with RRF mission for the III
Corps POW Compound and WIDOWS VILLAGE and security of DONG NAI River Bridge
during hours of darkness.

On 4 Aug, the 1st Squadron conducted a tactical road march from LOC NI
(XU772119) to Blackhorse Base Camp (YS440960). The Squadron was relessed
from 1st Bde, 1st Inf Div and returned to the control of the Regiment,

The 2nd Squadron (-) conducted a tactical road march from the LAY SON Area
to the vicinity of LOC NINH and became OPCON to 1st Bde, 1st Inf Div. The
3rd Squadron made a tactical road march from Blackhorse Base Camp to the
LAM SON Area to conduct RIF and NAP operations, On 6 Aug, the 1st Snuadron
placed G/2/11 ACR OPCON to II FFV, From 8-1, Aug, the 3rd Squadron conducted
cordon and search operations in the LAM SON Area. On 11 Aug, L/3/11 ACR
became OPCON to 3rd Bde, 1st Inf Div, to secure Rome Plow onmerations, 1/26
Inf was placed OPCON to the Regiment to conduct RIF and NAP operations in
the southern portion of the CATCHERS MITT, The 36th ARVN Ranger Bn was
placed DS to the Regiment to conduct RIF and NAP operations in the northenst
portion of BIEN HOA Province. On 13 Aug, the Regimental CP moved from LAI
KHE (XT759375) to the BIEN HOA Area (YT024147).

Task Force Privette was formed on 14 Aug as the controlling HQ for the two
troops OPCON to II FFV, Task Force Privette assumed the responsibility of
RRF for HQ Commandant, II FFV, and RRF for LONG BINH/BIEN HOA Complex.
C/1/11 vas released from OPCON Task Force Privette and returned to control
of the 2nd Squadron. On 17 Aug, G/2/11 ACR made significant contact with
an unknown size enemy force in the vicinity of LOC NINH, The engagement
was a result of RIF operations conducted by the 2nd Squadron. On 19 Aug,
B/1/11 ACR moved from Blackhorse Base Camp to LONG BINH/BIEN HOA and became
OPCON to Task Force Privette, On 21 Aug, E/2/11 ACR was released by the
3rd Squadron to move to the vicinity of LOC NINH under the control of the
2nd Squadron. On 22 Aug, L/3/11 returned to the control of the 3rd Souadron.
On 23 Aug, F/2/11 ACR was placed OPCON to 3rd Bde, 1st Inf Div, to conduct
RIF operations. On 25 Aug, A/1/11 ACR moved from Base Camp to LONG BINH/
BIEN HOA to relieve B/1/11 ACR and become OPCON to Task Force Privette.
During the period 19-27 Aug, the Regiment conducted RIF, NAP, and cordon
end search operations with sporadic contact with the enery. On 30 Aug, 2/28
Inf was released from the Regimental OPCON and 1/16 Inf as rlaced OPCON
to the Regiment to conduct RIF and NAP operations in the LAM SON Area, On

5 Sep, B/1/11 ACR relieved C/1/11 and became OPCON to Task Force Privette,

On 7 Sep, the 2nd Squadron(-) was released from OPCON to 1st Bde, ist Inf Div,
back to Regimental control. E/2/11 remained under control of the 1st Ble. On
8 Sep, F/2/11 was relieved from 3rd Bde, 1st Inf Div, and returned to the
control of the 2nd Squadron. 1/16 Inf was relieved from Regimnental OFCON
and returned to 3rd Bde, 1st Inf Div. From 8-12 Sep, A/1/2 Inf was placed

Ih)
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OPCON to the Regiment to conduct RIF operations in an AO east of BIEN HOA,
Task Force Privette deactivated on 14 Sep. I/3/11 ACR assumed RRF mission
of LONG BINH/BIEN HOA Complex.

On 13 Sep, the 1st Squadron moved from base camp to the LAM SON Area and
relieved 2nd Squadron. The 2nd Squadron moved to Blackhorse and assumed

the security mission. On 15 Sep, the 3rd Squadron(-) conducted a tactical
road march from the LAM SON Area to SAIGON and became OPCON to CYAC, On

18 Sep, E/2/11 ACR was released from OPCON 1st Bde, 1st Inf Div, and returned
to Base Camp. The 3rd Squadron remained OPCON tc CMAC, On 9 Oct, 1/16 was
relsased from Regimental OPCON to 3rd Bde, 1st Inf Div. 1/28 Inf was placed
OPCN to the Regiment to conduct RIF and NAP operations east of TAN UYEN
(XT965225). On 11 Oct, 5/60 Mech Inf Bn(-) was replaced by the 2/2 Mech Inf
Ba(-) to continue securing Rome Plow operations in the CATCHEPS MITT, B/1/11
ACR relieved I/3/11 and assumed the RRF mission of LONG BINH/BIEN HOA Complex,
I/3/11 became OPCON to the 1st Squadron and moved to the LAM SON Ares. On

12 Oct, A/1/11 moved to LAI KHE to become OPCON to 3rd Bde, 1st Inf Div, On
1, Oct, the 36th ARVN Ranger Bn was released from DS and the 51st ARVN
Ranger Bn was placed DS to the Regiment,

On 18 Oct, the 1st Squadron relieved the 3rd Squadron and was placed OPCON
to CMAC, The 3rd Squadron(-) conducted a tactical road march from SAIGON to
the LAM SON Area and sealed the village of HOA LOI I, The 1st Squadron(-)
conducted a tactical road march to SAIGON and became OPCON to CMAC, A/1/11
was released OPCON from 3rd Bde, 1st Inf Div, and placed OPCON to the 3rd
g?uadron. On 22 Oct, 4/1/11 ACR was released from the 3rd Squadron and relieved
1/11 of the RRF mission in LONG BINH/BIEN HOA Area. B/1/11 moved to the

LAM SON Area and became OPCON to the 3rd Squadron. During this period 18-31
Oct, the 1st Squadron(-) was OPCON t6 CMAC, The 2nd Squadron conducted RIF
and NAP operations in the Flackhorse TAOR, The 3rd Squadron conducted RIT,
NAP, and cordon and search operations in the LAM SON Area under the control
c? the Regiment., On 25 Oct, K/3/11 moved to the IRON TRIANGLE and became DS

to the 5th ARVN Div. On 26 Oct, B/1/11 moved to the vicinity of LOC NINH
and became OPCON to 1st Bde, 1st Inf Div,

d, Trﬂining:

(1) Replacement training was accomplished throughout the quarter
to prepare new replacements to assume their duties as cavalry troopers. The
Training School's seven day cycle was revised and reduced during the quarter
to a 5 day cycle to provide the training considered most essential in the
minimm amount of time. Monthly attendance during the cuarter was as follows:

August 380
September 441
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October 322

(2) A pilot training program for Kit Carson Scouts was initiated
during the quarter to familiarize them with weapons, equipment, and tactics
used by the 11th ACR, The principal objective of the training was to enhance
their value and engender a strong sense of belonging to the Regiment. The
course was 3 days in length. Following completion, students were assigned
to units for duty.

(3) The 11th ACR Replacement Training School conducted CBR training
for the 7th Surgical Hospital personnel. Arproximately 120 people, divided
into two classes, participated in the training,

(4) Duck Blind School: A 4-hour class on anti-intrusion devices
was given during the quarter by a USARV Training Team. 27 Fersonnel from
the Regiment attended.

(5) A separate class was given by the Regimental S-3 Office on the
functioning, servicing, and maintenance of the M-60 machinegun to the unit
armorers of the 1st Squadron,

(6) Specialized Training:

(a) Recondo School: 10 members of the Regiment attended the
MACV Recondo School during the quarter.

(b) NCO Academy: The 9th Infantry Division NOO Academy is
available to selected NCO's and potential NCO's of the Regiment, During the
quarter, 21 Blackhorse troopers attended the Academy.

(¢) Jungle Environment Survival Training School: A three-
day survival course is conducted at Clark Air Force Base, Philirpine Islands,
for aviation personnel. During the quarter, 3 aviators from the Regiment
attended the course.

(@) Jungle Survival School: A 4 1/2 day course is conducted
at Clark Air Force Base, Fhilippine Islands. One aviator from the Regiment
attended this course.

(e) Aircraft Maintenance: The Army Aviation Refresher Training
School (AARTS), 765th Transportation Group, VUNG TAU, trained 12 mechanics from
the Regiment and attached units during the quarter.

(f) Cobra School: Six personnel from the Regiment attended
the Pilot Qualification, Avionics, Engine, Crewchief, and Armament Schools
operated by a NET Team at BIEN HOA Air Force Base on the AH-1G helicorter,
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(g) Signal Maintenance: AN/GRC-106 maintenance courses were
conducted by the 1st Signal Bde, LONG BINH, Five personnel from the Regi-
ment attended.,

(h) AN/GRC-163 NET: An AN/CRC-163 New Equipment
School at the US Ammy Training Facility, 1st Signal Bde, LONG BINH, trained
7 personnel from the Regiment during ‘the quarter,

(1) Transition Training: An OH-6A Pilot Transition Training
School operated by the 765th Transportation Bn, VING TAU, qualified 5 avi-
ators from the Regiment.

(§) Flamethrower School: The 140th Heavy Enuipment !ainten-
ance Company, LONG BINH, conducted a New Equipment Training School for the
Service Unit, Flamethrower Tracked Vehicle Mounted. Eight personnel from
the Regiment attended.

(k) Audio-Visual Training: An Audio-Visual Training School
was started at USATF, 1st Signal Bde, LONG BINH, One man attended this
course.

(1) G2 Air: One man from the Regiment attended the G-2 Air
Orientation Course, which provides G2/S52 air personnel with an orientetion
on mechanics and procedures of the aerial reconnaissance in Vietnam. School
is conducted by the 1st Military Intelligence Bn (ARS),

(m) Narcotic Identification and Effects: A one-hour class
was pressnted to units located in the Blackhorse Bsse Camp by & criminal
investigator from the 18th MP Bde. The subject concerned the identification
and effects of narcotics and other dangerous drugs available in RVN, 124
officers and senior NCO's attended.

(n) The 919th Armored Engineer Company was issusd two M728
Combat Engineer Vehicles (CEV) at the beginning of the ouarter. Two crews
and a maintenance team from the company, as well as a maintencnce team from
the 551st Light Maintenance Company, received 2 1/2 weeks of training on
the maintenance and gunnery techniques for this wehicle. The instruction
was provided by & training team from CONUS,

5, (C) COMBAT SUPPORT:
a. Artillery:
(1) During this quarter the mission of the Regiment was to ccnduct

RIF and screening operations vicinity of LAI KHE to block VC/NVA infiltration
into the CMD/SAIGON Area, and from the second week in August, to assume res-
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ponsibility for grownd, rocket, and mortar defense of LONG BL#/BIEN HOA
Area within A0 STONEWALL, The organic howitzer batteries of the particip=-

ating squadrons comprised the artillery forces supporting Operation TOAN
THANG (Phase II).

Initially, the 2nd Squadron replaced the 1st Squadron in the LOC NINH Area,
where artillery support was provided by the organic howitzer batteries.
Meanwhile, the 3rd Squadron organic howitzer battery supported operations
in the Regimental A0 until 13 September when the 1st Squadron took over,
The 3rd Squadron then moved to the- SAIGON Area, remaining until 18 October
when the 1st Squadron replaced them, releasing the 3rd Souadron once again
to Regimental control,

Also providing artillery support in the Regimental A0 this quarter were 4
Battery 2b3n?105m) B Battery 2/33 (105mm), C Battery 2/334{105m), and

B Battery 1/7 (105mm), all units from 1st Inf Div artillery, In addition,
A Battery 7/8 (175rm), B Battery 2/35 (i55mm), C Battery 2/35 (155m), and
C Battery 2/13 (105mm$, from 5,th Artillery Group, supported ground elements
in the Regimental AO,

: (2) The types of missions fired by supporting artillery during
Operation TOAN THANG (Phase II) were:

(a)
(v)
(c)
@)
(e)
(r)
@)
(h)
(1)

Defensive concentrations,
Observar adjusted missions.
Intelligence missions,
Navigational (marking) rounds,
Preparations,

Preplanned fires on call,
ARVYN support missions.
Il1lumination missions.

Harassing and interdicting missions,

The Blackhorse Base Camp was secured by 1st Squadron until the riddle of
September when they were replaced by 2nd Squadron in the base camp security
mission. During base camp defense and operations in the Blackhorse TACR,
artillery support was provided by the organic howitzer battery with reinfor-

15

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVIC-UE 10 Novenber 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment for Period
Ending 31 Oct 68 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

cing fires provided by 54th Artillery Group at XUAN LOC,

(3) Artillery provided timely and effective support during Oper-
ation TOAN THANG (Phase II) as each RIF operation was within range of at
least one supporting artillery unit. Each convoy move made by the squad-
rons and the Regiment was covered by local ARVN and US artillery batteries
along the route. The fire support bases utilized by the Regiment and OPCON
units were positioned to not only insure maximum fire support to the man-
euver units tut also to provide mutual support to each other, In addition,
liaison teams furnished to the Regimental Artille: y FSCC and all OPCON units
operating in the Regimental AO contributed to the overall effectiveness of
the artillery support. These liaison teams furnished by the 1st Inf Div
and 54th Artillery Group were tremendous assets to the coordination of art-
illery support., Artillery air observers and aircraft were al<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>